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Kennison's Corner 

Dear Parents,

I imagine new History and Social Studies books published and released in the next few
years will call the last three years the COVID Years with pictures of masks, toilet paper, and
Now Hiring signs on every street corner. Next, would be a time called the Recovery Years
which is the time we are all experiencing now with the cost of everything increasing due to
supply and demand of goods, not enough employees, shipping costs, and other factors.
The school ministry, like most families, has been impacted by the rising costs and inflation.
The school ministry receives a subsidy from the church each year of $250,000 to $500,000.
This subsidy, in part, is to support the church’s largest ministry and to make up the
difference between the cost to educate a child and the rate of tuition. The change to Flat
Rate tuition is in no way intended to negatively impact families to the point that they cannot
afford to send their children to St. Malachy; therefore, we created the Shamrock Family
Scholarships. Scholarships will be awarded based on stewardship to the church or school –
NOT income based. I pray and want all 497 children to remain at St. Malachy; it is their
school. Yes, I even want our 8th graders to stay, but I know they must take the next step in
their education at the high school that best meets their educational, physical, social and
emotional as well as spiritual needs. If you believe you qualify for a Choice Scholarship, we
need to get you on an SGO scholarship for this semester to create your track or pathway
for the 2023-2024 school year. This scholarship is a $500 scholarship that would be applied
to this current school year's tuition. If you don’t qualify, please apply for the Shamrock
Family Scholarship. Also, if you would like to confirm your qualifications or lack of
qualifications, please contact me or John Kiefer (jkiefer@stmalachy.org), and we can
walk/talk through your individual situations.

I encourage all families to attend one of our tuition informational meetings. We have two
meetings scheduled: Monday, January 16 at 3:00 pm in the school cafeteria and Thursday,
January 19 at 6:00 pm in the Holy Family Room at church. If you are not able to attend
either meeting, please contact me or John Kiefer with any questions. 
 
In Christ,
Mrs. Saundra Kennison, Principal
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Travis Maxwell
Nicholas Rushenberg
Elizabeth Roldan-Perez
Rachel Brown
Jaxson Cardis
Alonna Koelling
Luke Moreno
Meredith VanGheem
Nicholas Platz
Addy Mattson
Davis Watson
Kyle Gibson
Emmalee Maxwell
Nyah Alcorn
Matthew Yemane
Emmie Diaz
Aoife Taheny
Zachary Waddell
Parker Schenkel
Tiwa Olabintan
Gianna Goins
Alexis Fetzner-Roell
Reagan Shields
Noah Scott
Ruthie Miller
Nuala Sweeney
Kam Gehring
Etta Feller

Charlotte Fenol
Samantha Smith
Austin Braun
Peter Rushenberg
Evelyn Harrity
John Morgan
Caroline Fernandez
Caroline Fernandez
Mila Oyhamburu
Bryce Gutzwiller
Nathan Desta
Ryan Koonce
Lucca Oyhamburu
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Good news! We will be applying for a Blue Ribbon award as we
exceeded the minimum test scores needed. See the chart below and 

 2022 ILEARN comparison scores on the next page. Our school
improvement goals for English Language Arts (ELA) and Math on

ILEARN are as follows:
Year 1 (22-23) — 76.2% proficient to 80% proficient.
Year 2 (23-24) — 80% proficient to 83% proficient.
Year 3 (24-25) — 83% proficient to 86% proficient.
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8th Grade
Florence Akakpo
Oscar Bard
Simone Deximo
Eileen Ellis
Nathan Prevost
Gwyneth Pritchard
Mya Richer
Noah Stornetta
Max Townsend
Elijah Wright

2nd Quarter Honor Roll '22-23 
High Honors

 7th Grade
Scarlet Adler 
Mary Buck
JJ Cline
Lara Kendall
Ginny Kokosa
Jackson Lambert
Tim Mccluskey
Noah McGraw
Rhys Minch
Alexa Moore
Emily Parada
Izzy Rawski
John Skiba
Aoife Then
Macey Zeunik

6th Grade
Marie Claire Akakpo
Damian Cain
Elyse Crevier
Ben Hopf
Emily Parra
Emmett Ransdell
Mackenzie Richer
AJ Waddell

Honors
 8th Grade

Mikayla Dotse 
Kam Gehring
Samantha Kiefer
Hanna Manley
Lili Manley
Thomas Manley
Murth Ramsey
Todd Reynolds
Ryne Seiwert

7th Grade
Nicholas Bell
Simon Borem
Sophie Braun
Lanie Dalton
Dylan Dial
Sophia Dixon
Fox Fenol
Abby Hernandez
Noah Jedlicka
Andrew Jines
Liam Lee
Jackson Ly
Patrick Olabintan
Ryan Rokita
Ava Selby
Josh Selby
Frank Stutler

6th Grade
Dominick Ansara
Leo Bard
Devin Butz
Nahom Desta
Leo Ellis
Jonathan Fetzner-Roell
 Beau Green
Connor Harrity
Ellery Henninger
Hunter Hopf
Piper May
Alan Navas-Brito
Claire Nesbit
Henry Pritchard
Taylor Schenkel
Natalie Selby
Bradley Seneque
Natalie Sippel
Rachel Stites
Tim VanGheem
Micah Wright
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Hernandez Happenings - Social Emotional Learning
 It’s hard to believe that the second grading period has come to an end, and we are halfway
through the school year! In our Second Steps lessons, the classes are finishing up Unit 2. Unit 2
focused on feelings, regulating big emotions, and identifying bullying and harassment. This unit
brought on many great conversations and questions from all grade levels. The goal for this unit
is to have students feel safe and comfortable seeking out a trusted adult for help and giving
students strategies to help navigate feelings or situations that involve bullying or harassment.
 
1st-The first grade has been working on noticing others' feelings by reading body language. In
our lessons, it was stressed that it is not only important to recognize your own feelings, but
also to know how others are feeling. The emotions of worried, calm, and frustrated were the key
focus of this unit. 

2nd-Second grade has been identifying reasons for feeling proud and disappointed and using
positive self-talk to help themselves feel better. Students were also able to recognize that
different people have different feelings about the same situation based on their experiences. 

3rd-Third grade has been exploring what information emotions give them.  Angry and happy
were the two emotions third grade focused on and the strategy of taking a break when an
emotion gets too big. 

4th-Fourth grade started off unit 2 talking about why it is important to manage strong emotions.
This lead into what rethinking a situation is and how to do it. As a group, we practiced
rethinking situations based on personal experiences.

5th-Fifth grade talked about recognizing recurring situations that cause them to feel strong
emotions. Stress was the emotion talked about in fifth grade. Students worked on being able to
identify signs of stress in themselves and what causes them to feel stress. Then, the group
worked on finding one change they could make to manage stress and how to make that change. 

Middle School-Unit 2 focused on recognizing bullying and harassment and understanding why
it happens. There were discussions about the effects of being bullied or harassed, the
difference between joking around and bullying, and the different factors that contribute to
bullying and harassment. Then, we dove into the different types of bullying and harassment. It
was stressed to the students that bullying and harassment should be reported to a trusted
adult, and they were given strategies on how to speak up and be an upstander when
encountering bullying or harassment.  The final activity will be creating informational posters
on bullying for our school. 



 St. Malachy Chess Class! 
Chess Classes
(kindergarten to 8th grade) 
Link http://www.learningthroughgames.com/st- malachy-chess/
(good for new or returning students!)

This program is great for ALL levels and grades (kindergarten through 8th) and is taught in a fun way!
Classes (one day a week) are being offered at St. Malachy beginning Wednesdays after school until
3:15 pm, January 18th thru March 8.

“Learning Through Games” has taught Multiple State Champion Scholastic Teams. Teaching is always
done in a child-friendly way.

Sign up here:
Cost is $98 for sessions (payable to Learning Through Games, 11504, Senie Lane. Carmel, IN.(or
leave it at the front desk)
PayPal option: send information and $98 to adean@learningthroughgames.com or zelle to 3172246771
or venmo Aaron-Dean- 91

Childs name: _______________ Grade____________________ Parent Contact_______________
Phone number______________ Email: ____________________
Feel free to contact us if you have any questions: Aaron Dean 317 224–6771 or
adean@learningthroughgames.com
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Pre-K Explores Polar
Bears and Igloos! 

http://www.learningthroughgames.com/st-%20malachy-chess/


Christ Be Our Light...through
C.L.O.V.E.R. 



Christ Be Our Light...through
C.L.O.V.E.R. 



21st Century Scholars Program - What is it?

 

The 21st Century Scholarship is….

An opportunity for students to afford college in Indiana. The 21st

Century Scholarship pays up to 100% of tuition at public colleges in

Indiana and part of the tuition at private or independent colleges.

Learn more about the schools, colleges, and universities that

accept the 21st Century Scholarship. 

The scholarship does not cover the cost of books, room and board,

parking fees, lab fees, or any other fees that are not assessed to all

students.

The scholarship process is open to 7th and 8th grade students and

applications must be received by June 30th of the student’s 8th

grade year. 

To find out more information on the 21st Century Scholars program

and apply please visit learnmoreindiana.org. The site also has

information on other paths available after high school and how to

create a graduation plan that aligns with your child’s plans after

high school. It is a great resource for parents who are beginning the

high school process soon! 
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St. Malachy
Ministry Notes:

Join Us! 
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OUR MISSION 

To Jesus, through Mary, by means of our redemptive suffering for the salvation of
souls, we will grow a field of C.L.O.V.E.R. at St. Malachy 

Confession
·Increase total number of confessions in a year
·Encourage memorization of “Act of Contrition” prayer
·Teach examination of conscience & 10 commandments
·Teach definition of sin
·Teach asceticism (fasting)
·Encourage Divine Mercy Chaplet and memorization of DMC prayers
Life 
·Increase participation in 40 Days for Life 
·Inform community on current Life issues and policies 
·Teach Catholic Social Teaching 
·Restructure all Outreach ministry to Catholic "Life" focus 
·Encourage infant baptisms 
Our Lady
·Encourage Rosary & memorization of Rosary prayers 
·Teach Brown Scapular and encourage wearing Brown scapular 
·Teach True Devotion to Mary 
·Teach Consecration to Immaculate Heart of Mary 
·Increase number of consecrations to Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Vocations
·Personal witnesses of seminarians & religious sisters 
·Increase number of seminarians & religious women in formation 
·Develop Marriage Prep Program 
·Teach discernment 
·Teach Theology of the Body
·Bishop Brute visits 

Eucharist
·Increase number spending time in Adoration 
·Increase number attending weekday/Sunday Masses 
·Teach genuflection 
·Teach Real Presence 
·Teach Mass "ministers" true roles & reverence 
·Create Perpetual Adoration Chapel 
Revealed Word
·Encourage reading & memorization of Sacred Scripture 
·Teach typology 
·Teach Catechism of the Catholic Church (Scriptural grounding) 
·Increase FORMED subscriptions/activity 


